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I. Introduction

In Microsoft Office Excel 2003, you can connect to (read from) and update (write to) lists that reside
on SharePoint sites. This allows you to keep the information in your Excel 2003 tables synchronized
with the information that appears on the SharePoint site.

In Microsoft Office Excel 2007 and Microsoft Office Excel 2010, the ability to update the information
in SharePoint lists from Excel is deprecated. Instead, Microsoft Office Access is the recommended
platform for writing data to SharePoint lists and for using lists offline.

However, the SharePoint List Synchronizer for Excel 2007 and 2010, presented here, addresses this
issue and allows Excel users to open SharePoint Lists in two-way sync.
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I1. Overview

In Office Excel 2007 and 2010, the ability to update SharePoint lists changed in the following ways:

e« Opening a list from SharePoint with Excel 2007 or 2010 disables the "Synchronize with
SharePoint" feature.

e Existing .XLS files from Office Excel 2003 still load and continue to support update
functionality when opened in Excel 2007 or 2010.

o Lists that link to a SharePoint site are converted to read-only tables when you save existing
files to the new Open XML Excel 2007 or 2010 file formats.

Meanwhile, Microsoft published an add-in which allows users to publish new read-write lists in
SharePoint (Excel 2007 Add-in: Synchronizing Tables with SharePoint Lists). While this add-in works
great to publish new Excel tables to SharePoint, it doesn’t address the issue of lists exported from
SharePoint. For example, every time you export your SharePoint list to Excel 2007 and 2010; all
changes applied in Excel cannot be synchronized back with the original list anymore, instead you
need to apply those changes manually or use Microsoft Office Access. The “Synchronize with
SharePoint” menu has disappeared:

Table 4 I=E_' Totals Row
A Insert Comment Conyert to Range
'ff‘ Format Cells... External Data Properties...

=y
Pick From Drop-down List... @ Edit Query...

& Hyperlink...
Unlink from Data Source

View/Edit SharePoint List =

Alternative Text...

Well, thanks to the SharePoint List Synchronizer for Excel 2007 and 2010, this scenario is now
possible in Excel again: you can export your list to Excel 2007 and 2010, and synchronize back to
SharePoint without any extra-effort!
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III. Installation

12/01/2010

E SoftFiuent

e Download the installer: http://www.softfluent.com/products/sharepoint-list-synchronizer
e Launch the installer “XISyncSetup.msi”:

-
‘ﬁ! SharePoint List Synchronizer For Excel Setup —_—

Welcome to the SharePoint List
Synchronizer For Excel Setup Wizard

The Setup Wizard will install SharePaint List Synchronizer For
Excel on your computer, Clid: Mext to continue or Cancel to
exit the Setup Wizard.

Microsoft® SharePoint®, Office®, Excel ® are registered
trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and
other countries.

Back [ Mext ] [ Cancel

e C(lick “Next”, then read and check “I accept the terms in the License Agreement”, and hit

“Next” again
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End-User License Agreement
Flease read the following license agreement carefully

END-USER LICENSE AGREEMENT

IMPORTANT-READ CAREFULLY: BY INSTALLING OR USING THE SOFTWARE
THAT ACCOMPANIES THIS END USER LICENSE AGREEMENT (“EULA™) OR ANY
ADDITIONAL COMPOMENTS THEREOF (“SOFTWARE™), YOU AGREE TO BE
BOUND BY THE TERMS OF THIS EULA. IF YOU DO NOT AGREE TO THE TERMS
OF THIS EULA, YOU MAY NOT USE THE SOFTWARE.

[¥]T accept the terms in the License Agreement!

Brint ] [ Back ][ Mext ] [ Cancel

e Type-in your license key, click on “Validate Key”, and “Next”

La - ™
:ﬁ! SharePoint List Synchronizer For Excel Setup — —

Product Registration
Flease enter your registration information

Please enter the product key that has been sent to you. The format is
OOOO000-0000 000000, X5 can be numbers or letters.,

TR

[ Back ][ Mext ] [ Cancel

e Select your destination folder
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ﬁ! SharePoint List Synchronizer For Excel Setup

(=] ]

Destination Folder

Click Mext to install to the default folder or dick Change to choose another.

=

Install SharePoint List Synchranizer For Excel to:

IC:\ngram Files (x586)\SoftFluentWISync3y,

Back

Mext

J |

Cancel

e Click “Install” to install the application on your machine

-
ﬁ! SharePoint List Synchronizer For Excel Setup

{ |

el |

Ready to install SharePoint List Synchronizer For Excel

=

installation settings. Clidk Cancel to exit the wizard.

Click Install to begin the installation. Click Back to review or change any of your

[ Back

I

Install

J |

Cancel ]

e The application will be deployed to the destination folder, and upon completion the

following form will show up:
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-
ﬁl SharePoint List Synchronizer For Excel Setup —

- S okt Completed the SharePoint List
SE' : Synchronizer For Excel Setup Wizard

Click the Finish button to exit the Setup Wizard.

|

— Launch SharePoint List Synchronizer Faor e
Ex::el on exit. Back |E Finish { | Cancel

Silent Installation

To install the tool silently you can use the following command line:
$>msiexec /i X1SyncSetup.msi /qn XLSYNC_KEY=<provided key>

Note: Don’t forget to replace the “<provided key>" tag by your actual key.
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IV. Uninstallation

w0 P owerlommands tor Visual studio 2U0Y

[7 4| SharePoint List Synchronizer For Excel

E Spelling Dicticnaries Support For Adobe Reader 9
& Spotify

PP L 11

L SoftFiluent

Go to your Control Panel > Programs and Features, select the “SharePoint List Synchronizer
For Excel” program, right-click on it and select “Uninstall”

MIcrosoft

Uninstall
Repair

X SoftFluent
Adobe Sysi

SharePoint List Synchronizer for Excel

Page 9



V.  Usage

A. Scenario

-
@& Tasks - All Tasks - Windows Internet Explorer

O
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With the tool installed, go to your favorite SharePoint site and go to a SharePoint List.

{;f Favorites

Site Actions ~ @l

Erowse Ttems

(=] © |
[ hittp//demo2010a:4020/Lists/Tasks/Allitems.aspxlnitialTabld=RibbonS:2EL st&isibility Context=W55Ta | 4¢ | X | [#4 Google P -l
[ Tasks - All Tasks

% v Bl v (2] mm v Pagev Safetyr Tooksw @+ ”

e Click on “Export to Excel”.

-

System Account -
=] Eilj [ Modify View - Current View: [:=4 E-mail a Link @ sync to SharePoint Workspace |’ < L}' @
_v-) . 5 | SN 1l Create Column Al Tasks - g Alert Me - 0] Connect to Outlook (A] 4 (| & -
Standard| Datasheet  Mew Create - Customize List
View View Row |3  View [J Navigate Up Current Page B rss Feea (] Export to Excel ®] Form Z]  Settings
View Format Datasheet Manage Views Share & Track Connect & Export Customize List Settings
- - . . .. &
Libraries ] @ Type Title Assigned Teo Status Priority Due Date % Complete Predecessors —,
Sits]Bages A Create Setup & Hew Carlos Grilo Mot Started  (2) Normal 0%
Shared Documents
Data connections % Add new item

File Download

Do you want to open or save this file?

MName: owssvr.igy

Type:
From: demo2010a

Microsoft Excel Web Query File

Open

J |

Save

] [ Cancel

Aways ask before opening this type of file

?

save this file. What's the risk ¥

While files fram the Intemet can be useful, some files can potentialhy
harm your computer. f you do not trust the source, do not open or

SharePoint” option activated!

Click on “Open”, and Excel will open the list however this time with the “Synchronize with
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Sort 3
Filter 3
Taple + ﬂ Totals Row
d Insert Comment Conyert to Range
ﬁf‘ Format Cells... ﬁf‘ External Cata Properties...
Pick From Drop-down List... Unlink from Data Source

View/Edit SharePaint List
g{j Synchronize with SharePoint
= Discard Changes and Refresh

Alternative Text...

Note: In order to retain the functionality for this table across saves, you need to save the workbook in
the Excel 2003 .XLS file format.

B. Basic authentication over non-SSL HTTP connections

By default, Microsoft Excel 2010 doesn’t prompt for user name and password when accessing basic
authentication over non-SSL (HTTP instead of HTTPS) protected sites.

Therefore, when trying to access a list on one of those access protected sites results in the following
error:

Microsoft Excel ﬁ

% You do not have adequate permissions to modify this list. Changes to
' your data cannot be saved,

b

The SharePoint List Synchronizer for Excel supports such scenario thanks to its “Basic authentication
over non-SSL connections” feature.

In a nutshell, activate this feature if:

e You’re using Microsoft Excel 2010,
e You're using SharePoint Lists hosted on a site with basic authentication activated over non-
SSL HTTP connections.

To activate the feature:

e Launch “SharePoint List Synchronizer For Excel - Configuration” from the start menu
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rﬂ' Windows PowerShell ISE »

E SharePoint List Synchronizer For

Excel - Configuration

»  All Programs

e C(Click on “Advanced”

[F5] SharePoint List Synchronizer For Excel @

Current user assodation: SharePoint List Synchronizer For Excel
The bidirectionnal synchronization feature between Microsoft Excel
and Microsoft SharePoint technologies is installed and re-enabled
thanks to the SharePoint List Synchronizer For Excel,

Press 'Disassociate’ to disable it.

Disassodate ] [ Close

2~
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e Then check “Enable Microsoft Office Excel 2010 Basic authentication over non-SSL HTTP

connections”, click “OK” and close the application.

Advanced Options ﬁ
F4 P

Enable Microsoft Office 2010 Basic authentication
over non-55L HTTP connections

[ oK ] [ Cancel

.

Note: To disable the feature, repeat the same steps and uncheck it.

By activating this feature through our tool, Excel will now prompt users for their credentials and pass
them to the site. This way, Excel 2010 users will be able to open SharePoint Lists from access

protected sites in two-way sync over again.
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VI. Support

Experiencing some difficulties? Free support is available via email at support@softfluent.com and
through our forums.
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